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Abstract 
Purpose: This study aims to identify the position of children’s and young adult literature 
within Google Scholar using a scientometric approach. 

Methodology: This applied scientometric research analyzed the profiles of researchers 
who listed “Children and Young Adult Literature” as a research interest in their Google 
Scholar profiles. A researcher-developed checklist was used for data extraction, with analysis 
performed using Microsoft Excel 2022 and IBM SPSS 2023. 

Findings: Fifty-nine researchers on Google Scholar indicated an interest in this field, 
comprising 46 women and 13 men. Collectively, they have published 2,098 works, receiving 
8,926 total citations. However, only 640 citations were specifically attributed to publications 
in children’s and young adult literature. The most active researchers were affiliated with 
institutions in Indonesia, Iran, and India. The predominant academic backgrounds were 
literature, educational sciences, and English language studies, with the majority holding a 
PhD. The top three researchers by overall profile metrics were Seyit ATEŞ, Dilek Altun, and 
Zakir Ali Rajnish. In terms of publications specific to the field, Seyit ATEŞ, Angelica Hobjila, 
and Mahdi Mohammadi were the most prominent. 

Conclusion: Google Scholar can serve as a valuable tool for mapping the research 
landscape of children’s and young adult literature. However, inherent limitations of the 
platform can constrain its utility for comprehensive scientometric analysis. 

Value: This study represents the first quantitative investigation to systematically examine 
the challenges and opportunities of using Google Scholar data for scientometric purposes in 
this specific field, providing actionable insights into its current research state. 
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Extended Abstract 
Introduction: Children’s and young adult literature encompasses works 

created for children and adolescents. It also includes texts that, although 

primarily intended for children as the primary recipients, have been embraced by 

adult readers over time (Deszcz‐ Tryhubczak & García‐ González, 2023). Early 

academic engagement with this literature focused on analyzing works produced 

for and about young people. However, the growing volume of publications 

eventually necessitated thorough evaluation. This process of assessment gradually 

shifted scholarly approaches and fostered the emergence of dedicated researchers 

in children’s and young adult literature. The rise of specialized researchers, in turn, 

helped establish children’s and young adult literature as a formal academic 

discipline, leading to the creation of dedicated university programs. Once the field 

gained institutional recognition, the need for systematic scientific evaluation of 

research output and impact followed. This is where the field of scientometrics 

becomes relevant. Scientometrics—the quantitative study of scholarly 

communication—provides tools to analyze the scientific status of publications, 

researchers, groups, institutions, and entire fields. Consequently, scientometric 

studies require a clearly defined research context (Chapman & Ellinger, 2019; 

Holmberg, 2018, p. 83). The development of scientometrics spurred the creation 

of specialized bibliographic databases such as Web of Science (ISI), Scopus, and 

ISC. Among these, Google Scholar, launched in 2010, has grown rapidly. Despite 

its relatively recent inception, it has become a major platform due to its 

advantages: ease of access, extensive journal coverage, free availability, and 

frequent updates. It now stands as one of the most important scientific social 

networks, enabling researchers worldwide to create profiles, share their work, and 

track publication and citation metrics, thereby offering a comprehensive overview 

of scholarly activity (Zeb et al., 2021). Therefore, this study addresses the 

following main research question: What is the status of research and researchers 

in the field of children’s and young adult literature within the Google Scholar 

network? 

 

Purpose: The primary objective of this study is to investigate the status of 

research and researchers in the field of children’s and young adult literature on 

Google Scholar. Specifically, it aims to address the following research questions: 

1. How many researchers on Google Scholar have listed children’s and 

young adult literature as a research interest, and what is their total 

publication output? 

2. What is the gender distribution (female-to-male ratio) among these 

researchers within this field on the Google Scholar network? 

3. How are researchers in this field distributed across different countries on 

the Google Scholar network? 

4. What is the disciplinary background distribution of these researchers (i.e., 

from which academic fields do they primarily originate)? 

5. What is the distribution of the highest educational degrees obtained by 

these researchers? 

6. a) Who are the top ten researchers in this field based on overall Google 

Scholar profile metrics (e.g., citations, h-index)? 

b) Who are the top ten researchers based specifically on their publications 

within children’s and young adult literature? 
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7. What are the ten most cited publications and the ten leading journals in 

the field of children’s and young adult literature, as indexed by Google 

Scholar? 

 

Methodology: This study is an applied research project conducted using a 

scientometric approach. The research population comprises all scholars who have 

listed "Children’s and Young Adult Literature" as a research interest in their 

personal Google Scholar profiles. After identifying these researchers, their profiles 

were examined to extract the following data: name, country, academic discipline, 

total number of publications, total citations, h-index, and i10-index. Data were 

collected and analyzed using a researcher-developed checklist, Microsoft Excel 

2022, and IBM SPSS 2023. 

 

Findings: As presented in Table 1, a total of 59 researchers listed children's 

and young adult literature as a field of interest on their Google Scholar profiles. 

However, a detailed examination of their publication records reveals a significant 

discrepancy between their declared interest and their actual research output in this 

specific field. For instance, the highest-ranked researcher in this dataset, Seyit 

ATEŞ, has published 164 works, of which only 23 (approximately 14%) pertain 

to children's and young adult literature. More notably, the analysis showed that 

some researchers who declared an interest in this field had no recorded 

publications in it whatsoever. Specifically, of the 59 interested researchers, 45 

(76.3%) had at least one publication in the field of children's and young adult 

literature, while 14 researchers (23.7%) had no publications in this area, despite 

listing it as an interest. 

 
Table 1. Number of researchers in the field of children's and young adult literature 

on the social network Google Scholar 

Gender Rate of 

citations 

per work 

Gender 

Number 

of 

citations 

Number 

of works 
Frequency 

Frequency 

 

Component 
Male Female 

13 46 4.25 8926 2098 59 

Number of researchers 

interested in the field of 

children's and young adult 

literature 

10 35 2.34 640 273 45 

Number of researchers with 

research works in the field 

of children's and young 

adult literature 

 

As illustrated in Figure 1, researchers in this field represent 19 different 

nationalities. Indonesia is the most represented country, with 20 researchers. Iran, 

with 9 researchers, and India, with 8, hold the second and third positions, 

respectively. The distribution suggests a pronounced regional interest, with Asian 

countries-particularly Indonesia, Iran, India, and to some extent Turkey-

demonstrating greater engagement in this academic domain. 
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Figure 1. The participation of researchers from different countries 

 

Furthermore, an analysis of the researchers' academic disciplines revealed 

that those holding degrees in literature constituted the largest group, with 22 

researchers (37%). This was followed by educational sciences with 10 researchers 

(17%), and English language/literature with 8 researchers (14%). In terms of 

highest degree obtained, the PhD was predominant, held by 36 researchers (63%). 

As presented in Table 2, the top ten researchers in this dataset based on 

overall Google Scholar metrics are as follows: Seyit ATEŞ (2,500 citations), Dilek 

Altun (813 citations), and Zakir Ali Rajnish (668 citations) rank first through third, 

respectively. Regarding publications specifically within the field of children's and 

young adult literature, Seyit ATEŞ (35 works), Angelica Hobjila (23 works), and 

Mahdi Mohammadi (21 works) are among the top ten contributors. 

 
Table 2. The top ten researchers in the field of children's and young adult literature, 

without considering their works in the field of children's literature and including their 

works in the field of children's and young adult literature. 

Ten most prolific researchers in the field of 

children's literature 

Ten most prolific researchers, considering all 

works 

i10-

inde
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Numb

er of 

citatio

ns 

Numb

er of 

works 

Name & 

Family 

Name 

i10-

inde

x 

H-

Inde

x 

Numb

er of 

citatio

ns 

Numb

er of 

works 

Name & 

Family 

Name 

Ro

w 

12 12 508 35 
Seyit 

ATEŞ 
46 28 2500 165 

Seyit 

ATEŞ 
1 

2 3 29 23 
Angelica 

Hobjila 
22 17 813 88 

Dilek 

Altun 
2 

0 3 10 21 

Mahdi 

Mohamma

di 

11 11 668 32 
Zakir Ali 

Rajnish 
3 

7 8 229 20 
Dilek 

Altun 
16 14 664 52 

Andi 

Febriana 

Tamrin 
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0 1 9 17 
Obaid 

Raza 
8 9 565 25 

Nia 

Budiana 
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Rahmania 
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Ten most prolific researchers in the field of 

children's literature 

Ten most prolific researchers, considering all 

works 

i10-

inde

x 

H-

Inde

x 

Numb

er of 

citatio

ns 

Numb

er of 

works 

Name & 

Family 

Name 

i10-

inde

x 

H-

Inde

x 

Numb

er of 

citatio

ns 

Numb

er of 

works 

Name & 

Family 

Name 

Ro

w 

0 2 10 15 
Ahid 

Hidayat 
2 7 463 48 

Clara Evi 

C 

Citraningt

yas 

7 

0 4 34 12 

Clara Evi  

Citraningt

yas 

9 9 441 367 
Obaid 

Raza 
8 

0 2 20 8 
Mehri 

Parirokh 
12 11 401 49 

Sola 

Owolabi 
9 

2 3 64 7 

Retno 

Purnama 

Irawati 

11 10 299 62 

Retno 

Purnama 

Irawati 

10 

 

 

Regarding publication impact, the three most-cited works in the field of 

children's and young adult literature are: "The effect of cognitively-oriented 

writing processes on fourth-grade students' writing skills" with 71 citations; "The 

efficacy of multimedia stories in preschoolers' explicit and implicit story 

comprehension" with 57 citations; "Pengembangan buku ajar bahasa indonesia 

tematik berkarakter bagi siswa sd melalui sastra anak" (English: "Development of 

a thematic, character-based Indonesian language textbook for elementary school 

students through children's literature") with 36 citations. 

Furthermore, among the top ten journals publishing in this field, the leading 

three are Children and Youth Services Review, Children, and Children's 

Geographies, respectively. 

 

Conclusion: Scientometric analysis utilizing the Google Scholar social 

network can serve as a valuable tool for mapping the current research landscape 

of children's and young adult literature. However, the platform's inherent 

limitations and data inconsistencies currently hinder its reliability for robust 

scientometric output. Should the platform's administrators address these 

shortcomings—such as refining profile verification and field-specific metadata—

Google Scholar has the potential to become a principal and highly useful source 

for the data required in scientometric research. 

 

 Value: This study represents the first scientometric investigation of 

children's and young adult literature conducted via Google Scholar. It provides a 

foundational profile of scientific production and researcher participation patterns 

within this field on the platform. Furthermore, it critically examines the challenges 

of using Google Scholar for such analyses, thereby paving the way for 

methodological improvements and more effective research processes in future 

studies. 
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