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Abstract 

Purpose: The study׳s aim is to determine the concepts, methods, and applications of overlap 

and to describe the differences between the domestic and international studies. 

Methodology: The documentary method is used in this study to analyze the concepts of 

overlap and the differences between the domestic and international studies through a literature 

review. 

Findings: In the overlap area, title overlap, information resources overlap, and topic overlap, 

have been reported in measuring the databases overlap. A literature review showed that 

overlap studies had been carried out for one of the following objectives: Overlap theoretical 

development, explanation of statistical and sampling methods, comparison of the indexing 

policy of secondary resources, selection of appropriate databases, determination of proper 

Web search engine, the establishment of interlibrary cooperation, and drawing the 

relationships among the sciences. It is recommended to use statistical methods to provide the 

right and enough information for studies. Finally, one may say that the advent of some terms 

such as journal overlap, journal article overlaps, and topic overlap is due to the researchers' 

different views. Thus, the topic overlap is used to investigate the indexing policy of the 

databases and to draw the relationships between the sciences.  

 Conclusion:  Finally, it must be said that theory and practice are intertwined. Therefore, 

choosing the appropriate method to measure the overlap depends on the research objectives. 

Value: This theoretical study is worthwhile as the local studies carried out up to now, are only 

practical ones.  
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Extended Abstract 

Introduction 

Overlap is a concept that refers to the intersection of two or many sets. This 

study aims is to determine theidea, methods, and function of overlap. 

Likewise, the differences between the studies in and out of the country are 

described.  

Methodology 

To determine the concept, the methods, and the function of overlap, the 

overlap and coverage terms are searched on SID, Magiran, and Google 

Scholar search engines. The title and abstract of the retrieved documents 

are scanned by the researchers; then, the relevant documents are 

downloaded and read. The documentary method was used in this study to 

analyze the concept of overlap and the differences between the researches 

in and out of the country through a literature Review.  

Findings 

  In principle, the issues of overlap intersections between the collections are 

examined. Nowadays, the overlaping study of the information resources 

characteristics (in the case of the book, these include: author, title, subject, 

publication place, publisher, and editor) is replaced by the information 

resources themselves. In overlap studies, in the general sense, if two or 

more things have the same overlap, there is overlap between them. In the 

context of knowledge and information science, "thing" means libraries, 

databases, and search engines; and coverage of libraries, databases, and 

Search engine refers to some kinds of publications (i.e., monographs, 

books, patents, etc.), articles (not journals), and web pages respectively.  

Overlap is one of the most critical topics in Scientometrics. New topics, 

such as journal overlap, journal article overlap, and topic overlap, s have 

been reported in the database overlap studies recently, and various methods 

have been used to measure it.  Different ways can be used to measure 

overlap, and each works best in a particular situation. One of these methods 

is the traditional method that ignores the size of the databases and can not 

be used to show the priority of one database over another. In these cases, 

the relative overlap isadequate. It is also recommended to use a 

multidimensional measurement scale when examining multiple sets. The 

synthetic degrees of freedom, unlike traditional overlap, are as sensitive as 

collections, but can not still be used to assess the priority of one base over 

another. Literature Review showed that overlap studies had been done for 

one of the following objectives: Theoretical development of overlap, 

comparison of the indexing policy of secondary sources, selection of 

suitable databases, determination of convenient Web search engine, the 

establishment of interlibrary cooperation, and drawing the relationships 

between the sciences. Likewise, the findings showed are better to use 

statistical methods to provide the right, and enough information for 
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establishing interlibrary cooperation, the selection of suitable database, and 

so on.  The researchers' view differences caused to report the journal 

overlaps and journal article overlaps, and Topic overlap used in indexing 

policy of the databases and drawing the relationships between the sciences.    

Conclusion 

 A literature review carried out abroad reveals that the first issue in the 

coverage area was journal coverage. Through these studies, the journals' 

overlap is addressed, and the overlap is theoretically expanded; various 

statistical and sampling methods are proposed, then these methods are 

criticized, and their strengths and weaknesses are identified. Eventually, this 

has led some researchers to develop new research designs to achieve more 

accurate research results. With the advent of search engines, the methods of 

calculating overlap have been investigated, and search engine overlap has 

been measured. 

First, in our country (Iran), the degree of journal overlaps in libraries has 

been decreased to reduce additional costs by establishing the interlibrary 

loans. In recent years, the study of database overlaps in a specific subject 

area has also been considered. As, in most of the local overlap studies, they 

are limited to a particular area rather than using statistical methods, so their 

results can not be used in decision-making. In addition, by examining the 

studies done in and out of the country, it is pronounced that in the 

international studies, if the overlap measurement of the two sets had been 

investigated, then the fundamental issues such as the purpose of conducting 

the overlap measurements, concepts of overlap, methodological issues in 

measuring overlap have been addressed. At the same time, unfortunately in 

domestic studies, only counting the overlap of collections such as libraries, 

databases and search engines has been sufficient.  

 This theoretical study is worthwhile as the local studies carried out up to 

now, are only practical ones. In the overlap area, the presentation of 

theoretical concepts, which are the basis of functional definitions, is 

ignored. In recent years, there has been no review of the international 

overlap studies. In this regard, the study presents new theoretical concepts. 

Finally, it must be said that theory and practice are intertwined. T choosing 

the appropriate method to measure the overlap depends on the research 

objectives. 
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